Post Office Network Change Programme

Preparing together in Gloucestershire.

Key Facts
· There will be 2,500 Post Office closures nationally, spread across rural and urban areas

· Any proposed closures for Gloucestershire will be announced on 5th February 2008

· A formal six-week public consultation will then be held to give local people a chance to comment, before a final decision is made

It is important that all rural communities which might be affected are prepared in advance, to be in the best position to respond to this consultation
What can you do now?
It is important that parish councils and community groups have undertaken research and are ready to host consultations in February 2008 to discuss any proposed closures that affect their community. It is up to your community to host these consultations and I encourage you to invite representatives of Post Office Ltd to attend. 

· As soon as possible, find out the facts. How often do people use the post office? What services are most in demand? How important is the post office to them?

· If trade has recently decreased at your local post office, investigate the causes.

· Contact your local MP to report your findings, and invite them to attend your consultation events.

· If your local Post Office is short-listed for closure on February 5th please talk to your sub postmaster/mistress before you take any action.
· During February, check the facts contained in the Area Plan proposal. Check any transport facts or statistics provided and challenge them if inaccurate. 
· Work with Postwatch, the consumer watchdog for the Post Office, to make your formal consultation response (address your envelope “Freepost, Postwatch”). 
GRCC and its RSSG partners are available to help you formulate your response and would be interested in the views and information you gather.
Dates of interest
5th February 2008 – Area Plan Proposal is released. This is when we will find out what possible post offices have been outlined for possible closure. This will be the beginning of a 6 week public consultation.

5th February – 17th March 2008 – 6 week public consultation.

GRCC is available to facilitate any consultation events as an independent neutral organisation.
Contact
Chris Cowcher

Rural Services Support Group

GRCC

Community House

15 College Green

Gloucester

GL1 2LZ

Tel: 01452 528491

E-mail: christopherc@grcc.org.uk
Rural Services Support Group
This leaflet has been produced by GRCC on behalf of the Rural Services Support Group - a partnership of public, private, voluntary and community sector organisation which aims to identify and address issues affecting rural services in Gloucestershire.
 www.grcc.org.uk/our_work/rural_services
Supported by Gloucestershire Rural Renaissance www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ruralrenaissance 
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